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History Flies Again
in Geneseo

Honoring the past while educating and inspiring future
generations at the National Warplane Museum comes easily to
those who lead the historical initiative. In Geneseo, visitors get
a chance to experience a living history museum at 3489 Big
Tree Lane when they visit the restoration space. The initiative
launched in the 1980s when a group of warbird enthusiasts
started collecting vintage military aircraft.

The museum stands out from other historical museums by
actively maintaining and operating many of its aircraft.

“If they visit our museum on a flyable day, visitors can expect to
see the hanger doors open, aircraft outside, aviation in action!
Our volunteers enjoy engaging with our guests, and are happy to

answer questions,” said Tina Treichler, flight experience coordinator lead and flightline

operations lead for the National Warplane Museum.

Kori Sciandra,
Editor of CJ Country Record

These enthusiasts and their collection gained national attention in the 1990s during the
B-17 bomber gatherings, which were becoming popular among aviation enthusiasts and
World War II veterans. Now, decades later, the museum has grown. Though honoring
veterans is a priority, it has expanded its focus to educate younger generations about
history and artifact preservation. This happens through storytelling, restoration efforts,
and public programs.

Flying season at the museum runs from June to October. The 2026 Geneseo Airshow,

“The Greatest Show on Turf,” is slated for Saturday, July 11, and Sunday, July 12, this
year at the Geneseo Airport. This year’s airshow theme is Wings of Victory: Reunion
& Remembrance — honoring the 80th anniversary of the end of World War II. The
unforgettable weekend will be a spectacular sight featuring aerial reenactments and
cutting-edge military demonstrations.

Gates open at 8:30 a.m., with flying scheduled from 11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. both days.
Parking is free, and water is free so viewers can stay hydrated.

“Many people will recognize our C-47 ‘Whiskey-7.” We also have a Waco Biplane, a Beech
Staggerwing, PT-26, L-16, L-21, and more,” she said.

At the warplane museum, visitors can take flights in the museum’s C-47 — “Whiskey-7,”
which was the lead aircraft on the second wave that dropped paratroopers on D-Day —
Normandy Landings on June 6, 1944. They also offer flights on their Waco Biplane, and
soon, they will be adding the PT-26 to flight options.

During this year’s air show, viewers can expect to see 50 to 60 planes in the air. There is
a large seating area with great spots to watch the show.

“Our airshow team starts working on the airshow in the fall, and works tirelessly until
the airshow is over,” said Treichler. “We cannot make this happen without the help of
volunteers.”

Grab your seat at the airshow as you prepare to watch history take flight. For more
information, visit nationalwarplanemuseum.com.

Studio Diaries with Terry Clifford

Summer Memories Last a Lifetime

Some are calling it a calendar “quirk,” some simply a summer
of 2026 fun fact; either way, we are getting more for our money
this year. Memorial Day fell on the earliest possible day it could
this spring, and Labor Day falls on the latest possible day that it
can in September. What fills the gap equals the longest summer
we have had in years. One hundred and six calendar days of
summer, compared to 2025, which was 99 days, and it won’t
happen again until 2037!

So, that means more time for glamping, lemonade, picnics,
ice cream, fireflies, “Ghost in the Graveyard,” skateboarding,
swimming, the sweet smell of freshly mowed grass, baseball,
jumping in the lake, blowing bubbles, hanging your arm out the
window, sleeping under the stars, and dancing. Don’t waste a
second; winter is long and unrelenting here in Western New
York, but summer is splendiferous, in equal measure! Happy
July, last one in is a rotten egg!

Terry Clifford,
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Past the Last Stoplight

Inspire Change,

Connect Generations
by Kori Sciandra, Editor

As one of 60 Charters of Freedom loca-
tions throughout the country and the first
chapter in New York State, the Steuben
County Charters of Freedom Memorial
in Bath was installed to honor America’s
history, veterans, and the celebration
of freedom.

As America turns 250 years old this year,
avisittothe Charters of Freedom Installa-
tion reminds visitors and residents of the
value of freedom, including freedom of
speech, religion, and press. The freedom
to vote and be heard in government — at
all levels of government. The Installa-
tion, which encourages people to pursue
opportunities and innovation, welcomes
patrons to Pulteney Square - Robie and
E. Morris Streets. It features life-size
replicas of the United States Constitution,
the Declaration of Independence, and the
Bill of Rights.

“I encourage people to visit the Char-
ters of Freedom Monument, as this is
a reminder to people about the impor-
tance of our founding documents,” said
Steuben County Historian, Griffin Bates.
“Itisthe first of these monumentsin NYS.
It adds great historical conversation at
Pulteney Square.”

As you travel through America’s history
this summer, the Livingston County
Veterans Monument (Poppy Monument)
isatribute to veterans, honoring them for
their service. The 250 red metal poppies
make up amonument built by veterans for
veterans, as veterans welded the poppies
guided by Olie Olson, a metal trades
instructor for the Genesee Valley Educa-
tional Partnership.

The 125.5’ x 65’ American flag-shaped
monument at 5871 Groveland Station
Road, Groveland, near Mt. Morris,
welcomes visitors to explore the site while
honoring local heroes.

Each metal remembrance poppy is as
unique and significant as the veteran who
designed and created it.

Community Calendar

People You Should Know

Journey
Through
American
History with
Thompson-
Hovey

During her 40 years
of teaching, Joyce
Thompson-Hovey, of
Pavilion, developed
alove of history and
ayearning to share
her knowledge with the community.

Joyce
Thompson-Hovey,
historian and presenter

Thompson-Hovey earned a BA from the
State University of New York and later went
on to further her education and pursued a
degree from Brockport State College.

“I enjoyed working with younger students;
you can really turn them on to a love of
history,” said Thompson-Hovey.

She retired in 2011 and now shares histor-
ical presentations throughout the region,
featuring early American history. She covers
topics like “The Flag, the Poet and the Song,”
“The 400th Anniversary of the Mayflower,”
and “Civil War Spies.”

“I have always loved American history
and researching. I was a member of the
Genesee Valley Civil War Roundtable at
the time [retirement], and the president
asked me if I would do a presentation for
the group,” she said.

Fifteen years later, her portfolio has more
than sixty-five programs, and she has served
as president of the GVCWR since 2019. Most
topics she presents are about lesser-known
people and events in American history. Most
recently, she’s focused on American Revo-
lution topics in celebration of America 250.

She’ll be presenting on July 22 at Connect
55 in Warsaw, featuring “The Suffragist
Movement.”

“I am imparting my knowledge to groups
of people interested in learning more about
our ancestors and our country’s history.”

To learn more about American history
from Thompson-Hovey, call (585) 356-7966
or email joycetho@yahoo.com.

Friday Night Food Truck | July 17 | 4 to 8 p.m.
Held at the Genesee County Fairgrounds, 5056 East Main Street Road, Batavia. Featuring
some of WNY’s most popular food trucks. Free admission and free parking. Cash only.

Rain or shine; no pets allowed.

CUPGC Summer Food Event | July 20 | 4 to 7 p.m.
Held at Corfu United Presbyterian Church, Corfu. Hot dogs or hamburgers with drink

and chips for $5.
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JANM Session: Patrick Respects
the Roots as She Builds Her Own Lane

By Jimi Jamm, CJ Country Program Director

If you’ve listened to CJ Country for a while, you already know
we’ve been waving the Meghan Patrick flag long before much
of America caught on. In fact, CJ Country was one of the first
stations in the U.S. to get behind “Golden Child,” spinning it
more than a year before it eventually became a Top 20 hit on

Billboard’s Country Airplay chart.

Meghan Patrick,
country music artist

Patrick isn’t cookie-cutter country music. She’s a powerhouse

vocalist, a killer songwriter, and a true musician who brings grit,
soul, rock, and country together into something completely her own. In Canada, she’s
already built an award-winning career, including a Juno Award for Country Album of the
Year, multiple CCMA honors, and nearly 20 CMAOntario Awards.

Then came Country Radio Seminar in Nashville this year, where Patrick absolutely melted
faces. Instead of easing into her set with a safe radio single, she stormed the stage with
Led Zeppelin’s “Black Dog” and “Rock and Roll.” It was loud, fearless, and electric — and
it instantly reminded everyone in the room that country music still has room for edge,

swagger, and real musicianship.

That’s what makes Patrick stand out. She respects the roots of country music while still
sounding fresh and modern. She’s not chasing trends. She’s building her own lane.

s

8240 Buffalo Road
Bergen, NY 14416

(585) 494-0333
NYTFP.com

SEDAMaTIRE

FARM, AUTO SERVICE & WHOLESALE / SINCE 1926

3165 NY-246 Perry, NY 14530

(589) 231-2124
SedamTire.com

c J GCOWNIFIRY

RIEGCOIRID
Editor, Kori Sciandra
editor@cjcountrycom

(716) 860-0851
Account Manager,

Nina Bariz
nina@cjcountry.com




